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M . President,

Allow nme to express ny del egation's Congratul ati ons on
your assunption of the Presidency of the TENTH UNI TED NATI ONS
CONGRESS ON THE PREVENTI ON OF CRI ME AND THE TREATMENT OF
OFFENDERS. W are confident that under your stewardship, the
congress will bear a fruitful outconme. 1 would also like to
fecilitate other officers on their election and assure you

all of ny delegation's full support in your inportant task.

M. President,

Crime rate throughout the world, and particularly in
devel oping Countries is on a rapid increase and evidence to
the effect that the world has been caught in a vicious crine
wave is readily available in that the political |eadershinp,
the police, the judges, the magi strates, and of course, the
public at |arge, have al nost beconme daily spokesnen on crine
t hrough various newsnedi a and other fora. Police Services for
exanpl e, have in their possession data on Crine Statistics to

prove that the cry against crine is not an enpty sl ogan.

Crinme, and in particular violent crine holds
countries to ransom It is, in one way or another

af fecting every nmenber of Society on daily basis.



It is affecting the econony. It is affecting foreign
investiments. It is affecting the outflow of val uable
human resources. It is affecting the rich. It is affecting
the poor. It is affecting our lives, our physical and
spiritual well being. It is affecting our future and
stability. It is threatening the very fibre of our

Soci ety.

Hi storically, Crime has been confined to single States
or Cities, Nowadays however, as the world order has changed
during the past decades, Crine has expanded its area of
interest to becone a TRANSNATI ONAL phenonenon and has changed
its nature of operations. Crine has now become ORGANI SED with
syndi cates who have the ability to penetrate and use
institutions of the State. They have good state contacts which
enabl e their crimnal operations to run nore smoothly, while
forewarning crine bosses of any governnment attenpt at
crackdown. Syndi cates of Organised Crine have a hierarchy of
control with clearly designated rank structures and systens of
pronotion and paynment. They generally operate according to
sophi sticated procedures often through |egitimte business
interests, to | aunder noney obtained through illega
activities. These Organi sations al so have access to weapons to
ensure that 'business routes' are protected and (where

necessary) potential conpetitors elim nated.



Organised crimnal cartels have no respect for
countries' boundaries; they collaborate and share crimna
intelligence anongst thenselves. On the Contrary, Police
forces operate in isolation, thereby making it difficult to
fight transnational crine. Inorder for us to succeed in our
fight agai nst organi sed and transnational crine, it is
i nperative for us to stop being individualistic in our
operations and start working closely and sharing crimna
intelligence. 1 am pl eased, nonetheless, to state that in the
Southern African Region, there is practical co-operation
bet ween Police Forces of nmenber states in the fight against
transnational crine. Since 1997, for exanple, nenber states
have had joint operations in all nmenber states, targeting
THEFTS OF MOTOR VEHI CLES, DRUG TRAFFI CKI NG [|LLICIT
TRAFFI CKI NG | N FI REARMS AND PRECI OQUS STONES etc. Results of
t hese Joi nt Operations have been encouragi ng. Furthernore,
Police Forces of Menber States are sharing Crimna
Intelligence, an action that has notably kept crimnal cartels

on the run.

2. EFFECTI VE CRI ME PREVENTI ON

M. President,

Havi ng expounded and seen how organi sed cri m nal
syndi cates operate, | will now proceed to tal k about EFFECTI VE
CRI ME PREVENTION. This is an inportant area to | aw enforcenent
of fi cers because PREVENTION | S BETTER THAN CURE.



Crime can be reduced if approached systematically.
Crime Prevention involves responding to a few priority
problens using different types of approaches. These
approaches aim at addressing the causes of, and
opportunities for, particular crime problens. Crine
Prevention is al so about ensuring that | aws are enforced
and that fear ofcrinme is reduced.

Crime is usually caused when three things happen:
(i) thereis awlling or vulnerable victim
(target),
(ii) awlling and able offender, and
(iii) an environment or |ocation which is conducive
to conmitting an offence (i.e there are few
Police Oficers of other security personnel,

the area is unlit or deserted etc)

To reduce crine, sonething needs to be done about al
the factors illustrated above. In case ofa robbery, for
exanpl e, the Police could patrol the area, and if called to
the scene of crinme, arrest the offender. Wth the assistance
of the Police, the Courts could convict and sentence the
of f ender .

However, inproving street |ighting, planning the
| ayout of parking |lot and where the shopping centre is
si tuat ed,



cutting the long grass etc. can not be undertaken by | aw
enf or cenent ageni ces. These are functions of |oca
government, |ocal business, owners of shopping centre and
the Comunity.

The principle behind crime prevention strategy is to
engage the assistance of all those who can (and shoul d) help
to solve a crime problem Since no single agency is
responsible for all the elenments that course crine, a joint
effect is needed. This is what is referred to as the
"PARTNERSHI P* approach. Partnership brings together those who

have sonmething to contribute.

| Thank you, M. President.



