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MR. CHAIRMAN, IT ISWELL RECOGNIZED THAT
ORGANIZED CRIME ISA REAL AND PRESSING
PROBLEM FOR OUR SOCIETIES. IT HAS PROFOUND
SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC IMPACTS. INSIDIOUS AND
PERVASIVE, IT AFFECTS THE LIVES OF EACH OF US,
DIRECTLY OR INDIRECTLY. IT ISA GLOBAL AND FLUID
FORCE THAT SLIPS ACROSS BORDERS AND USES
THESE BORDERS TO BETTER ACHIEVE ITSMANY
PURPOSES.



MANIFESTATIONS OF ORGANIZED CRIME INCLUDE
DRUG-RELATED VIOLENCE, MURDER AND
BOMBINGS, THE VICTIMIZATION OF THE ELDERLY
THROUGH TELEMARKETING FRAUD, ASWELL AS
CREDIT CARD FRAUD, PROSTITUTION AND THE
SMUGGLING OF MIGRANTS.



THE TRUE NATURE,, EXTENT AND IMPACT OF
ORGANIZED CRIME ARE OFTEN INVISIBLE TO THE
PUBLIC. EVEN THE ILLEGAL DRUG TRADE, WHERE
SUPPLIERS AN][) USERSNETWORK IN A
FAR-REACHING INTERNATIONAL WEB, CAN SEEM
REMOTE TO MANY CITIZENS.



CLEARLY, IT ISOUR RESPONSIBILITY ASELECTED
OFFICIALS TO HELP RAISE PUBLIC AWARENESS AND
TO IDENTIFY SOLUTIONS THAT WILL HELP
COMMUNITIES RESPOND TO AND PREVENT
ORGANIZED CRIME.



ORGANIZED CRIME THRIVES ON SOCIAL AND
ECONOMIC INEQUITY. THISMEANS THAT THE TASK
OF COMBATING ORGANIZED CRIME MUST NOT BE
LEFT ONLY TO THE CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM. IT ISA
TASK THAT NWST BE SHARED BROADLY WITHIN
SOCIETY. COMMUNITIES, SOCIAL SERVICE AGENCIES
AND THE PRIVATE SECTOR MUST FOCUS THEIR
ATTENTION ON THISPROBLEM. ALL HAVEA ROLE TO
PLAY AND MUST BE PART OF A STRATEGY THAT
INCLUDES PREVENTION.



IT ISCRITICAL THAT ALL OF USWORK TOGETHER TO
STRENGTHEN THE SECURITY, AND THE ECONOMIC
AND POLITICAL SYSTEMSIN ALL COUNTRIES SO THAT
THE CONDITIONS WHICH GIVE RISE TO ORGANIZED
CRIME DO NOT EMERGE. NATIONS CANNOT BE
EXPECTED TO DEAL EFFECTIVELY WITH THESE
GROWING PROBLEMS ALONE.



WITH THISTHOUGHT IN MIND, LET ME TURN NOW TO
THE WORK UNDERWAY AT THE INTERNATIONAL
LEVEL ON THE CONVENTION ON TRANSNATIONAL
ORGANIZED CRIME AND ITSRELATED PROTOCOLS
ON TRAFFCKING IN HUMANS, MIGRATION AND
FIREARMS ISSUES.



THE SCOPE OF THE VARIOUS PROVISIONS- IN THE
CONVENTION HAS BEEN UNDER DISCUSSION FOR
SOME TIME. CANADA BELIEVESTHAT IT ISIN OUR
COLLECTIVE INTEREST TO HAVE THE CONVENTION,
AND PARTICULARLY ITSCORE MUTUAL LEGAL
ASSISTANCE AND EXTRADITION PROVISIONS, DEAL
BROADLY WITH ORGANIZED CRIME.



WE TAKE THIS POSITION FOR VERY PRACTICAL
REASONS. CANADA BELIEVES SUCH
INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION ISESSENTIAL TO
TACKLE ORGANIZED CRIME. CANADA,, FOR
EXAMPLE, ACKNOWLEDGED THISBY ENACTING
NEW EXTRADITION LEGISLATION IN 1999,
ALLOWING FOR THE SURRENDER OF PERSONS TO A
VARIETY OF EXTRADITION PARTNERS AND FOR A
VARIETY OF OFFENCES.
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WE SEE BROAD COOPERATION ASA MATTER OF
SHARED INTEREST, AND WE DO NOT WANT TO LOSE
THE OPPORTUNITY THAT THE CURRENT
NEGOTIATIONS PRESENT. WE HOPE THESE
NEGOTIATIONS WILL GAIN SUPPORT FOR A WIDE
BASIS OF COOPERATION THROUGH EXTRADITION
AND MUTUAL LEGAL ASSISTANCE.
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WE MUST MAINTAIN OUR MOMENTUM AND MEET
OUR AGREED TIMETABLE, MR. CHAIRMAN, IN
ELABORATING THE THREE PROTOCOLSTO THE
MAIN CONVENTION; THAT IS, PROTOCOLS ON THE
SMUGGLING OF MIGRANTS, THE TRAFFICKING IN
PERSONS, ESPECIALLY WOMEN AND CHILDREN,
AND THE ILLICIT FIREARMS TRADE.

-12-



WORK ON ALL THREE OPTIONAL PROTOCOLSIS
PROCEEDING AT AN ADMIRABLE RATE, AND
CANADA ISPARTICULARLY PROUD OF THE LEAD
ROLE THAT WE HAVE BEEN ABLE TO PLAY IN
HELPING TO CO-ORDINATE WORK ON THE
FIREARMS PROTOCOL, IN COOPERATION WITH
OTHER COUNTRIES. THE FIREARMS PROTOCOL IS
ESSENTIAL TO OUR HUMAN SECURITY.
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TH TWO MIGRATION-RELATED PROTOCOLS

THE WILL GIVEUSTHE TOOLS AND INTERNATIONAL
LEGAL FRAMEWORK NECESSARY TO COMBAT THE
SMUGGLING AND TRAFHCKING IN HUMANS.

THERE IS STILL IMPORTANT WORK TO BE DONE.
NEVERTHELESS, WE MUST REMAIN COMMITTED TO
MEETING OUR ESTABLISHED DEADLINE OF YEAR
2000 FOR THE CONCLUSION OF NEGOTIATIONS ON
ALL FOUR INSTRUMENTS.
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MR. CHAIRMAN, 1 WOULD LIKE TO TALK ABOUT
SOME SPECIFIC PROBLEMS THAT WE LINKED TO
ORGANIZED CRIME. HIGH-TECH CRIME OVER THE
INTERNET AND THE USE OF TELECOMMUNICATIONS
FOR ILLICIT PURPOSES ARE SERIOUS PROBLEM S
THAT GROW WITH NEW ADVANCES IN TECHNOLOGY
AND AFFORD CRIMINALS OPPORTUNITIESTO
VICTIMISE OUR CITIZENS.
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NOVEL FORMS OF HIGH-TECH CRIME AND GLOBAL
COMMUNICATIONS REQUIRE INNOVATIVE
APPROACHES. TRADITIONAL CONCEPTS OF
COOPERATION NEED TO BE REVISITED IN ORDER TO
ENHANCE INTERNATIONAL ACTION. WE NEED TO
IDENTIFY SOLUTIONS THAT WILL PROTECT OUR
CITIZENS AND SUPPORT GLOBAL
COMMUNICATIONS AND COMMERCE.
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CANADA ISINVOLVED IN ONGOING DISCUSSIONS
WITHIN THE COUNCIL OF EUROPE TO ELABORATE A
LEGAL INSTRUMENT TO DEAL WITH TRANSBORDER
COMPUTER CRIME. WE ARE PLEASED TO SEE THE
PROGRESS THAT ISBEING ACHIEVED. WE HAVE ALSO
BEEN INVOLVED IN INITIATIVESIN THE
ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATESAND THE
COMMONWEALTH.
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CANADA BELIEVES, THOUGH, THAT EDUCATION,
TRAINING AND INFORMATION EXCHANGE
REGARDING HIGH-TECH CRIMES SHOULD BE AN
EARLY PRIORITY FOR THE U.N.

CORRUPTION ISA CHALLENGE THAT NO COUNTRY
CAN IGNORE. WE MUST ADDRESS IT, TAKING INTO
ACCOUNT ITSMANY FACETS. CANADA,, THEREFORE,
SUPPORTS THE NEGOTIATION OF A GLOBAL
INSTRUMENT AGAINST CORRUPTION.
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IN ADDITION, CANADA WOULD ALSO ENCOURAGE
THE CRIMINALIZATION OF CORRUPTION AS A
PREDICATE OFFENCE IN THE CONTEXT OF MONEY
LAUNDERING AND THE POSSESSION OF THE
PROCEEDS OF CRIME.
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MONEY LAUNDERING ISA KEY PART OF THE
ORGANIZED CRIME CYCLE AND USED BY
CRIMINALS TO HIDE ILLEGAL CONDUCT,
WHILE ASSUMING A GUISE OF
RESPECTABILITY. ASWITH HIGH-TECH
CRIME, MONEY LAUNDERING ISALSO
BORDERLESS AND ON THE INCREASE. FUNDS
ARE MOVED QUICKLY BETWEEN
COUNTRIES, OFTEN THROUGH COMPLEX
AND LEGITIMATE CHANNELS TO HIDE THEIR
ILLICIT SOURCES AND ULTIMATE
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BENEF CIARIES.

THISTHREAT MUST BE MET BY ALL OF US,
WORKING TOGETHER.

FINALLY,, MR. CHAIRMAN,, LET ME STATE
THAT CANADA CONTINUES TO BE
COMMITTED TO BUILDING INTERNATIONAL
POLICE AND LAW ENFORCEMENT
PARTNERSHIPS. WE ENCOURAGE
INITIATIVES TO MAKE THESE LINKS EVEN
STRONGER.
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THESE PARTNERSHIPS WILL BE ACTIVE AND HIGHLY
FOCUSED. THEY WILL INCLUDE JOINT OPERATIONS
TARGETING THE UPPER ECHELONS OF
TRANSNATIONAL CRIMINAL ORGANIZATIONS, AS
WELL AS THE EXCHANGE OF BOTH EVIDENCE AND
CRIMINAL INTELLIGENCE ON CRIMINAL GROUPS.
THIS PARTNERSHIP MUST ALSO ENCOURAGE
INITIATIVES DESIGNED TO PREVENT CRIME.
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IN CONCLUSION, LET ME REITERATE THAT
INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION ISIMPERATIVE.
INDEED, ONLY A COLLECTIVE APPROACH WILL
ENSURE THAT OUR GLOBAL RESPONSE TO
TRANSNATIONAL CRIME ISBETTER ORGANIZED
THAN THE CRIMINAL GROUPS THEM SELVES.

THANK YOU.
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